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Introduction

1.1 Background, Purpose and Methodology

A Parish Plan is a document which assesses the local community’s main
aspirations and sets out proposals to achieve, or at least pursue, those
aspirations. It is based on the views of the local community expressed
through community participation, surveys and research. It should set out
realistic and achievable goals to meet the wishes of the local community as
far as is practically possible, working within, but also attempting to influence,
the guiding framework of local authority policies. It can also provide evidential
support for obtaining funding for initiatives proposed within the Plan itself.

Haughton Parish Council commissioned this Plan to cover the coming 5- 10
year period (with funding from DEFRA) in early 2008 by requesting the
voluntary services of a group of local residents to work independently on the
project. The group drew the main concerns of the local community from the
Parish Appraisal which had been completed in 2006. Further face-to-face
interviews were carried out by members of the group across a wide age range
of local residents. From this research and interpretation, ideas and proposals
began to emerge. With further help and input from The Community Council of
Staffordshire and stakeholders such as the local school, Church, voluntary
organisations and businesses, these were refined and presented to the
community in an exhibition held over two days in November 2008. This was
exceptionally well attended and measurable feedback was obtained for the
policies and statements expressed therein.

This Plan contains full copies of the displays shown at the exhibition together
with the feedback data. These detailed documents are preceded by a
Summary of the Key Issues.



1.2 Summary of Key Issues

The over-riding concern expressed during the process was the future of new
housing in the village. The Plan accepts the need to provide further housing
and promotes its provision as an opportunity to develop other aspects of the
community and environment in a co-ordinated manner. Particular support
was given to the principles of a good mix of house types and any reciprocal
funding returning back to the village to develop the school and other
community facilities. In addition, the concept of a parkland-based
development creating a landmark feature was given a very positive response.

Development of the excellent local school (especially with increased housing)
and improved facilities for youngsters was strongly supported with updating of
the existing play facilities receiving amongst the highest levels of positive
feedback.

Another key direction of the proposals is the improvement and development of
the network of the footpaths and other routes around the parish linking with
existing and proposed open spaces and leisure resources such as the
Greenway.

Ways to enhance the sense of identity and community were strongly
supported with ideas such as the proposal for a village website, a new village
centrepiece and events supporting the renowned Christmas lights displays.

Unsurprisingly for a village divided by a busy road, concerns were expressed
about traffic and road safety particularly the prospect of increasing HGV
usage.

Full details of the presented issues, policies, ideas and community responses
are set out in the following sections and we believe that these give clear and
positive direction and guidance for the future development and improvement
of our community.

Since the exhibition, the Stafford Borough Council have published for
consultation the draft Local Development Framework (the new Development
Plan for the area covering the period to 2020). It is reassuring to note that
most of the ideas and initiatives contained within this Parish Plan accord with
the policies and strategies contained in the draft Framework.

On a final note, with only 7% of respondents stating that there is an anti-social
behaviour problem in Haughton and 78% agreeing that it is tidy and well
maintained, the overall impression is clearly that the residents feel it is a great
place to live. This Parish Plan aims to make it even better.
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[If you decide to print this document, please use these header pages to
precede each of the following sections]
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